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When I was assigned to the command the num-
ber of flag-officers allowed by law was six rear-ad-
mirals and ten commodores; but in order to give
our fleet commanders in foreign waters a position
commensurate with the dignity of the country they
represented, it had been for many years the unvary-
ing custom that every commodore ordered as com-
mander-in-chief of the Asiatic Squadron should hold
the acting rank of rear-admiral from the moment
that his flag was hoisted. So long, indeed, had this
practice been followed that it had come to be re-
garded as almost a right. It was a surprising in-
novation when Secretary Long informed me that in
my case I was to hoist the broad pennant of a com-
modore and not the flag of a rear-admiral.

No one could have known better than Rear-
Admiral Crowninshield, Secretary Long's chief ad-
viser, how subordinate this would make my position
in all intercourse with the squadron commanders
and officials of other nations, and particularly in
case any necessity for combined international action
should arise.

This was one of those little pin-pricking slights
which are bound to be personally unpleasant to any
officer of long service. But, as one of my friends
pointed out, by way of a sentimental compensation,
the only one of my predecessors who had won great
name by his action in the Far East also held the
rank of commodore. This was Matthew C Perry,